A watershed is the land area
that drains to a local stream
or lake.

Your City of Ames contact:
Liz Calhoun
City of Ames
Public Works Department
Stormwater Program
515-239-5575
lcalhoun@city.ames.ia.us
Report a stormwater concern:
8am-5pm 515-239-5160
After hours 515-239-5150

Resources

Help protect our watersheds

RainScapingIowa.Org

Help protect our streams

IowaStormwater.Org

Adopt a Stream
Watershed Stewards

Gravel and Grass Pavement Systems
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Trash accumulates in storm sewer
intakes where it discharges to local
streams.

Trash in Our Streams

Trash will accumulate in storm
sewer intakes.

Please Clean Up Litter

The streams and rivers that run through the
City of Ames can use your help. There is a lot
of trash that accumulates in our water bodies.
This is mainly the result of littering. The trash
is dumped there, blows there from other areas or enters storm drains that discharge to
local water bodies.

The City of Ames can use the help of local citizens, businesses and industries to help control
litter within their property and neighboring
land.

What Happens to the Litter?
The wind does blow in Iowa. Uncovered trash
containers , shopping bags and other trash that
is left in parking lots are susceptible to wind.
Windblown trash can end up
The trash then blows across properties and
anywhere.
streets. It is a huge eyesore for Ames and eventually accumulates in our water bodies. All
parking and street areas drain to storm sewer
intakes that discharge directly to local water
bodies.

What Can You Do?
Consider joining efforts with a local group to
adopt a portion of a local stream or river.
When you Adopt-A-Stream you will help keep
the stream clean by removing trash during
scheduled events 2-3 times per year.
The City of Ames will provide you with special
garbage bags that can be dropped off at Resource Recovery. Cleanups would occur twice
per year. A sign that recognizes your group
will be posted near your adopted portion of
the stream.

What Can You Do?
Sign up to be a Watershed Steward by agreeing
to routinely pick up the trash on your property
and neighboring properties. You will be recognized on the City’s website and a certificate will
be provided. Keep Ames a beautiful community and protect local streams.

Contact Liz Calhoun at 515-239-5575 for more
information or visit the Smart Watershed
website:

www.cityofames.org/
SmartWatersheds
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Organize a local group to Adopt-AStream in Ames.

There are other things that you can do. Don’t
dump any chemicals or other wastes into storm
drains. Use phosphorus-free fertilizers on turf
areas or install a rain garden or permeable pavers in parking areas to remove pollution.

