City of Ames

- May Project Highlights 2018
Library
Arabic Language Workshop
A multi-part workshop to familiarize beginner students with the Arabic language and its concepts began at
the Library on April 4. Sessions took place on four Thursdays and continue on May 2 and 16. Each meeting
begins with a focus on the alphabet and simple vocabulary and phrases, and then participants have time to
practice with volunteers, ask questions, and discuss the language and culture. Middle Eastern refreshments
are also shared. By the end of the series, students should be able to read and write Arabic! This workshop is
being provided in partnership with the Middle East Learning and Cultural Center.
Earth Day Celebrated at the Library
Every time citizens borrow and return things from the Library
they are practicing the "reuse" part of "reduce, reuse, and
recycle." On Earth Day, visitors learned about other “green”
features and sustainability efforts at APL.
Location: In the planning stages, keeping the library
downtown was an important consideration; proximity to
other popular destinations means visitors can couple library
trips with shopping or other errands. The CyRide bus stop and
many bike racks in front of the library offer customers a
choice of transportation methods.
Conscious Construction: Almost 98% of the construction
waste from the building project was recycled. Materials with
recycled content were used for the project and the majority
of the wood used was Forest Stewardship Council-certified.
Energy Efficiency: High-performing heating and cooling
systems and light-colored roofing and paving materials
minimize the “heat island effect.”

The Library’s LEED Gold plaque hangs
near the doors in the lobby.

Water Bottle Filling Stations: Why buy another disposable bottle? Water bottle filling stations are
incorporated into the Library’s drinking fountains, making it easy for visitors to fill up whatever
containers they bring in with fresh award-winning Ames water.
LED Lighting: Since the expansion, members of staff have actively sought opportunities for further
improvements. At the time of the renewal project, the cost of LED bulbs for the library was prohibitively
high, but now that the price has plummeted and the original bulbs are starting to need replacement, the
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old bulbs are being swapped out for more efficient LEDs.
Solar Trash Compactors: Have you noticed the large green trashcans at the corners outside the Library?
They’re not just convenient places to dispose of litter, they’re also solar-powered time-saving trash
compacting machines! The containers have to be emptied far less often by library staff, trash can’t blow
away, and compaction is accomplished with free, clean, solar energy.
Bookmobile: The Library’s “branch on wheels” can be open where it’s needed, when it’s needed, and
without the overhead of another whole building. The Bookmobile’s regular neighborhood stops also
save many users from making extra trips downtown.
6th Grade Battle of the Books
On April 5, APL hosted the 6th Grade Battle of the Books. This year 31 teams from 8 schools participated. It
was apparent that all 124 students trained well for combat—in the final rounds, three teams had perfect
scores and 5 teams missed only one question! Congratulations to the 6th grade winners, the Gilbert Middle
School Library Legends.

Water & Pollution Control
Water Treatment Plant
A few nagging problems are still preventing staff from recommending final acceptance of the new water
plant project. Lighting, HVAC, and SCADA reporting are the most critical items that are still unfinished. The
City is withholding approximately $1 million in accordance with the contract’s “Liquidated Damages”
provision. This withholding is an offset against the interest costs the City is experiencing due to not being able
to close the construction loan. Additional expenses are being incurred for the City’s outside engineering
consultant and for the substantial lost productivity of City staff. The contractor has objected, and has
requested mediation.
Council will be asked in May to award a new contract for lime sludge disposal and to approve a renewal year
for the well rehabilitation contract. A change order with the engineer for the Low Head Dam project will also
be presented to Council for approval to incorporate construction-phase work now that a construction
contract has been awarded.
Water Pollution Control Facility
A kickoff workshop will be held for the Nutrient Reduction Feasibility Study. This will begin an intensive
summer of evaluating potential options to achieve the goals of the Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy. Council
will be asked to issue a notice to bidders for the WPC Primary Clarifier Drive Replacement Project.
Administration
Staff will host a spring meeting of the Iowa Association of Water Agencies at the Water Plant in May.
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Public Works
Construction season is a little behind but we do have some projects that have started. Updates to
construction projects can be found here: www.cityofames.org/construction.
National Public Works Week is in May and the Public Works Department has decorated the City Hall
downstairs display window to highlight the various super powers of public works professionals. (See below)

The Public Works Department is moving forward on a reporting and information app for the department.
There was a naming contest that included submitting names and also a poll during the Eco Fair for the final
names. As shown on the photos below, it looks like “Ames on the Go” is the winner! Staff is currently finishing
branding and development for the application to go to the app store for approval. We hope to have the app
available for testing in June with a public roll out in July. The City app will cover areas of public works
operations and traffic.
1) Voting Board
2) Ames Fire Department Sparky Casting
3) Gill with Iowa Stormwater Education Partnership casting a vote

3

Planning and Housing
Planning






The former K-Mart site is for sale and under contract for purchase by a California development
group. Staff held a preliminary meeting with the potential buyer to discuss the current condition of
the site, as well as how to proceed with re-tenanting the existing building and potentially adding
standalone commercial buildings in front of the existing building.
Owners of the North Grand Mall have met with staff to discuss options for adding a standalone
commercial building near the northeast corner of site. The mall site is part of the City Council
approved 2013 Adaptive Reuse Plan that identifies development requirements for building sites,
landscaping, and parking requirements. The Mall owner may need to pursue an amendment to the
Plan prior to approval depending on the scope of the proposed project. An amendment would
require review by the Planning and Zoning Commission and approval by the City Council.
City Council provided direction on creating standards for three types of Short Term Rentals (AirBnB’s)
as part of their recent rental housing workshop on March 20th. Staff intends to prepare draft zoning
ordinance standards for review by the Planning and Zoning Commission in June and return to City
Council for review of an ordinance in July.

Housing & Community Development:


On Monday, April 23rd, the City celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Fair Housing Act
with a community march from Brookside Park to City Hall. Approximately, 80 citizens participated,
including the Mayor and City Council members. The march concluded a short program that included
the Mayor presenting a proclamation to a representative from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. The program also included comments from a representative from the Story County
Board of Supervisors, the Ames Branch of the NAACP, and testimonies from three citizens regarding
their experiences with accessing housing in Ames.
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