City of Ames

- January Project Highlights 2018
W&PC
WPC Barscreen Replacement Project
On August 8, 2017, Council awarded a construction contract to install a new barscreen at the Water Pollution
Control Facility. The screens are the first step in the treatment process, and serve primarily to protect
downstream pumps and valves by removing large debris from the incoming flow. The project will be financed
using a loan from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF), which offers very competitive terms. The
project has already been specifically identified in the CWSRF Intended Use Plan. Council will be asked at a
January meeting to enter into the Construction Loan Agreement.
Ada Hayden Park Water Quality Monitoring
Over the past 20 years or so, the City has periodically monitored the water quality of the lakes at Ada Hayden
Park to confirm that conservation practices being installed in the watershed are adequate for protecting the
lakes’ water quality. An interim Water Quality Report for Ada Hayden Park Lakes has been received from the
State Hygienic Laboratory (SHL). The SHL is under contract with the City to monitor the water quality during
the summers of 2017 and 2018 at three different locations: in the wetlands; in each of the lake cells; and on
the lake outlet. The following excerpts are taken from the first year’s monitoring report.
“Concentrations of most parameters measured in the lake were not substantially higher or lower but
relatively similar to results obtained by Iowa State University in previous years (Downing et. al. 2010).
Dissolved oxygen levels were reduced in the hypolimnion (the cooler, stagnant water in the lower
layer of the lakes), but this condition is expected in stratified, eutrophic lakes. The trophic state indices
calculated … were all within expected ranges for mesotrophic or eutrophic Iowa lakes.
… Microcystin (a toxin produced by some blue-green algae) was found above the quantitation limit on
three occurrences and all concentrations were below the Iowa warning level. Concentrations of the
other three algal toxins analyzed, cylindrospermopsin, anatoxin-a, and saxitoxin, were below the
quantitation limit in all samples.
…Due to less than seasonal rainfall the wetlands probably did not discharge as much water to the lake
as they might have during a year with a normal amount of rainfall. This may have reduced the
delivery of nutrients and sediment to the lake, resulting in favorable water quality conditions.
…Overall, the results of the 2017 sampling indicate that Ada Hayden Lake is a “healthy” lake
especially as it relates to nutrient concentrations, bacteria concentrations and generally absent
algal toxins. Sampling will resume in the spring of 2018 with the intention of sample collections in
the lake being initiated prior to any stratification.”
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Map showing the approximate location of wetland inlet and outlet sampling sites, in-lake sampling
locations, and the lake outlet sampling site.

Electric
Natural Gas Prices in December - The best way to describe natural gas prices is "hot and cold". Spot natural
gas prices, in the early part of December, were running in the high $2/low $3 range per dekatherm. Weather
was warm and gas storage was full. Storing extra gas was not possible. In came the sub-zero temperatures
near the end of the month. For the last few days in December, spot gas prices jumped to an estimated $25
per dekatherm. The pipelines were full, and trying to get additional gas was next to impossible. It's now the
first part of the New Year and spot gas has returned to a more manageable price of $5 per
dekatherm. Through all this, the City's Power Plant remained relatively unaffected. The lion’s share of the gas
used to make electricity was pre-purchased for the month at slightly above $3 per dekatherm.

Library
Meet Libby – OverDrive recently released a new app for borrowing eBooks and audio books called Libby.
Libby offers access to the same libraries and content as the original OverDrive app. Libby does not support
streaming videos like the OverDrive app, but does offer new features for eBooks and audio books, is more
streamlined, intuitive, and user-friendly.
It is easy to navigate between the Library (Iowa’s e-library called Bridges) and your Shelf (the items you have
borrowed) in Libby. Search for content by tapping on the magnifying glass icon in the upper left corner of the
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app. You can filter out your results by format, language, availability, subject, author, title, and more. Once you
have checked out your items, simply go to your Shelf. Libby will automatically download your materials or
send them to your Kindle, if you prefer.
Libby features a sleep timer/automatic pause that can be set from 5 to 120 minutes when
listening to audio books. You may also label and add comments to your bookmarks, which
are synced to all your devices. Libby allows users to easily switch libraries, switch cards,
track reading history, and manage holds and multiple accounts all on one device.
Explore the Libby app and take advantage of your digital library today! Help for new users
are available here: http://www.amespubliclibrary.org/DownloadAudiobooks.asp.
Anti-Racism Series – Three more programs are left in the Anti-Racism Series being presented by
the Anti-Racism Collaborative (ARC) of Ames and Ames Public Library (APL). Mark your calendars now to learn
about and participate in the on-going effort to combat and dismantle racism. All three of the remaining
presentations will be held in the Danfoss Room at APL.




Monday, Jan. 15 – History of Anti-Black Racism in Iowa
Dr. Katy Swalwell of Iowa State University – 6-8pm (Postponed)
Tuesday, Feb. 27, – Ouch! That Stereotype Hurts Training
Melissa Rader, ISU Extension and Outreach – 6:30-8pm
Sunday, Mar. 4 – Organizing & Activism in Our Communities
Courtnei Caldwell, Community Activist and Organizer – 1:30-3:30 pm

Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy – Wednesday, January 24, 7pm, APL Rotary Room
Author Bryan Stevenson will give a free presentation at ISU’s Memorial Union on Monday, January 29, at
7pm. Check out a copy of his book, Just Mercy, and join a Library discussion about the account of Stevenson’s
career as a legal advocate for marginalized people who are falsely convicted, harshly sentenced, or racially
subordinated through the legal system. Just Mercy is the winner of the Carnegie Medal for Nonfiction, the
NAACP Image Award for Nonfiction, and Books for a Better Life Award. This program is being provided in
partnership with Ames Branch NAACP with support from the Ames Public Library Friends Foundation.

Planning


City Council is tentatively scheduled to receive an update on the Lincoln Corridor Development
Project at its January 23, 2018 meeting. City Council directed staff in September to continue
discussions with the developer on options for private development of mixed use commercial and
residential and a hotel between Clark Avenue and Kellogg Avenue, south of the railroad tracks. The
project also includes an option for a joint public/private parking structure on the north side of the
railroad tracks with a pedestrian bridge connecting the new development to the parking structure.
City Council will need to provide direction on next steps for design and use preferences and potential
financial incentives related to the development concept.
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Lincoln Way Development Area



Background information on short-term rentals, commonly referred to as Airbnb’s, will be provided to
City Council in January with a tentative schedule for City Council discussion on the use at the January
23rd meeting. Short-term rentals are currently permitted as a Bed and Breakfast use but are not part
of the Rental Code. City Council will be asked to provide direction on how to directly address shortterm rentals, if they are permitted, and if there are specific operating parameters desired by the City
that differ from current Bed and Breakfast standards. A new ordinance would need to be created to
address short-term rentals with specific requirements.



Rental concentration limitation options were originally provided to the City Council at the September
12, 2017 meeting. City Council deferred discussion of the issue until a later date and will be asked to
review the issue at the January 23rd meeting.
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