
Memorial Day (Monday, May 27): 
A Memorial Day parade is planned at 10:30 a.m., 
followed by a presentation at the Ames Municipal 
Cemetery at 11 a.m. In case of rain, the parade will be 
canceled, and the program will move indoors. Also, 
City Hall and most City offices will be closed. Details 
will be posted at www.CityOfAmes.org.
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If warmer weather means 
getting out on your bicycle, 
you’ll want to put these 
dates on your calendar. 
Ames Mayor John Haila and 
the Ames City Council are 
hosting two biking events 
suitable for all ages.
The annual Mayor and City 
Council Bike Ride will begin at Ames City Hall, 515 Clark 
Ave., at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 18. Bikers should gather in the 
west parking lot. Bicyclists of all ages and experience levels are 

welcome to join the ride. There is no pre-registration necessary 
or cost to participate. Bike helmets are strongly encouraged. 
Watch the City of Ames website (www.CityOfAmes.org) for 
more information, a route map, and how to get involved!

“I look forward to this annual bike ride every year,” said Mayor 
Haila. “It’s a terrific way to celebrate the many benefits of 
bicycling and enjoying the sights of our city. We vary the route 
each year so we can explore different parts of Ames.”
Additionally, Ames City Hall will serve as the kick-off location 
for the Bike To Work Week breakfast as part of National Bike 
Month. Join the Ames City Council and City staff for a free 
light breakfast from 7 to 9 a.m. on Monday, May 13. 

City News to Use

Join the Mayor and City Council Bike Ride Planned for May 18

Park Enhancements Planned & Project Updates Provided 
Maintaining and improving the 
community’s 40 parks adds to the quality 
of life for all Ames residents. Parks 
and Recreation Department staff stay 
busy year-round to keep parks open and 
accessible in every season. They also 
look for ways to bring new experiences 
to visitors.

There are several park projects planned 
for this year, and many others slated 
for the future. At Brookside Park, a tree 
initially designated for removal was 
transformed into a whimsical sculpture 
through the talents of a wood carver. 
Woodland creatures are featured around 
the trunk of the walnut tree while an owl 
watches from the top. Visitors can enjoy 
the sculpture, which is located north of 
the Sixth Street park entrance.

Several parks 
have had 
upgrades 
recently 
including 
new 
pickleball 
courts at 
Emma 
McCarthy 
Lee Park, 
renovations 
to the 
stairs and 
tennis court 
resurfacing at Inis Grove Park, and 
shelter improvements at Country Gables 
Park. A new mini-pitch court will be 
installed in Lloyd Kurtz Park this year as 

well. Playground equipment will also be 
replaced at Country Gables, Christopher 
Gartner, Lloyd Kurtz, Bandshell, Stuart 
Smith, Christofferson, and Patio Homes 
West Parks.

 In the coming years, watch for the 
addition of a new agility course this 
year at Carr Park. For those interested 
in increasing their physical fitness 
or pushing themselves with a “ninja 
inspired” workout, the agility course will 
add some new challenges. The asphalt 
paths around Ada Hayden Heritage Park 
Lake will be replaced with concrete and 
widened. Plans are underway to phase 
the project so parts of the path system are 
always available. The new trails will be 
12-feet wide to accommodate those who 
walk, bike, or roll. 



New Ordinance Requires Sidewalks and Street Clearance

For nearly 25 years, the flowers 
surrounding Ames park signs 
have brought beauty and color 
to life. Volunteer gardeners plant 
and maintain approximately 50 
gardens throughout Ames with 
flowers donated by Holub Garden 
& Greenhouses. 

City Council Meetings

More information available at www.CityOfAmes.org/CCMeetings
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City Council meetings are  held in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, 515 Clark Ave., and 
streamed via the City website, Facebook, and 
YouTube. 

Meetings: 6 p.m. May 14
  6 p.m. May 21 (Workshop)
  6 p.m. May 28
  

Sewer Rates to Increase in July
The Ames City Council will give final approval soon to a 7 percent 
increase in sewer rates, effective for bills due on and after July 1, 2024.  

The need for the proposed rate 
adjustment is a reflection of increased 
operating costs as well as a planned 
improvement at the Water Pollution 
Control Facility to achieve higher 
nutrient removal rates in support of 
Iowa’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy.

Remember that when you reduce 
your water use, you not only save 
on the cost of water but on sewer as 

well. That is because for most customers, your sewer bill is based on your 
water usage. Regularly inspect your property and repair any leaks quickly. 

Water use outdoors can be a great place to save. Inspect irrigation systems 
for frozen or broken lines and make sure heads are only delivering water 
to plantings that truly need to be watered. Consider investing in a rain 
barrel to help with your outdoor watering and converting traditional 
turf into low impact, native plantings that need less water. Rebates are 
available to reduce some of the initial investment at www.CityOfAmes.
org/SmartWatersheds.

Holub Greenhouse 
Keeps Donating

As we transition from spring to summer, remember to 
keep sidewalks clear of debris and vegetation to ensure 
pedestrian safety. The recently adopted Public Nuisance 
Ordinance requires a minimum clearance of 8 feet 
between the 
sidewalk 
and bottom 
limb of any 
vegetation. 
Vegetation 
is also 
prohibited 
from 
encroaching 
into the width of the walkway.
 
Additionally, vegetation hanging over the street should 
have a minimum clearance of 16 feet between the street 

and the bottom limb of any branch. Curb areas adjacent 
to on-street parking must have a 12-inch buffer where 
vegetation cannot exceed 12 inches. This allows space 
for passengers to safely exit a vehicle when parked at the 
curb.

Other vegetation standards to keep in mind include:

• Noxious weeds, as identified by the State of Iowa, 
are prohibited on any property

• Turf grasses cannot exceed 12 inches on any 
property

• Dangerous trees presenting an imminent threat are 
prohibited from remaining on a property

For questions regarding these standards, please contact 
our Community Codes Liaison, Sheryl Reynolds, at 
515.239.5154 or Sheryl.Reynolds@cityofames.org.
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Tae Kwon Do (all ages): New Session begins May 7! 
West Coast Swing Dance: New session, May 
13-June 17. No partner required! Beginner and 
intermediate classes on Monday evenings. 
Adult Pickleball League: Begins May 7 for all skill 
levels. Tuesday and Thursday evenings or Wednesday 
morning leagues. Register your team of two by May 1. 
8v8 Co-Ed Soccer League (17+): Games on 
Wednesdays and Sundays beginning May 29. 
Competitive and recreational divisions are offered. 
Register your team by May 12.
Ultimate Frisbee (16+): Games on Monday 
evenings beginning May 13. Register individually by 
April 29.
Summer Fitness Session Dates: May 13-June 23; 
June 24-August 4. Sign up today! View all classes at 
www.AmesParkRec.org

Co-Ed Sand Volleyball League (4v4 & 6v6): 
League play begins May 13. Register teams by April 
28.

FURMAN AQUATIC CENTER
Opening Day is May 25! Purchase your season pass 
by May 1 to receive a 10% discount. Passes are sold at 
the Community Center or by calling 515.239.5350. 

FURMAN AQUATIC CENTER IS HIRING!!!! Become 
a Lifeguard or Swim Lesson Instructor! Apply today 
at www.CityOfAmes.org/Jobs and join the team!

Upcoming Classes & Activites

Homewood Golf Course Clubhouse: Host your 
next special event, meeting, group outing, and more at 
the year-round Homewood Clubhouse! Contact Nate 
Pietz, 515.239.5363, nate.pietz@cityofames.org for 
more information.  

Floral Spring Wreath Workshop: Instructor led 
artificial wreath decorating class, April 8, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., at the Homewood Clubhouse. Space is 
limited, register today!
Floral Workshop for Kids: Instructor led workshop 
where children will decorate a vase and use dried 
flowers to fill it. Class is May 7, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
at the Homewood Clubhouse. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Couples/Pairs Golf League: Tuesday nights, April 
30-July 30.  Register by April 27. 
Men’s Golf League: Monday nights, April 29 
to August 19. Limited spots available. If you are 
interested in joining the sub list, contact Nate Pietz at 
nate.pietz@cityofames.org.
Homewood Mother’s Day Outing: Moms play 
FREE on May 12 with a paid family member from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Homewood Golf Course

Ames/ISU Ice Arena: Closed for annual maintenance May 1-31.  
Check www.AmesParkRec.org/PRCalendars for updates!

Scholarships
Scholarship Program: Did you know Parks & Recreation offers scholarships for recreation programs 
and season swimming passes? Contact or visit the Community Center, 515.239.5350, or go online to 
AmesParkRec.org for more information.

We’re Open! Book your tee times at www.AmesParkRec.org.



Q: Where does Ames get its electricity? Is the Power Plant 
able to produce all the electricity that Ames needs? How 
much of our electricity comes from wind and solar, or other 
renewable sources?

Ames Electric Services has a diverse mix of generation 
resources to meet 100% of the needs of Ames Electric 
customers. In addition to our own generation, Ames Electric 
has long-term contracts for wind and solar energy, and 
purchases energy from the regional power grid. The pie chart 
shows where Ames received or generated the electricity needed 
to power its customers in 2023. 

The Ames Power Plant produced about 55% of the energy 
Ames Electric customers used in 2023. Most of the energy at 
the Power Plant comes from natural gas and is supplemented by 
the burning of refuse derived fuel (RDF) produced from Story 
County garbage. The Power Plant operates under a permit from 
the State of Iowa that limits the ratio of gas to RDF by weight, 
up to 30% RDF. The amount of energy attributed to RDF at the 
Power Plant, which is 4%, is considered renewable energy. 

Wind energy from a 30 MW project in Story County supplies 
about 12% of Ames’s annual electric sales. 

Ames Electric has a 2 MW SunSmart community solar program 
called SunSmart. Ames Electric also buys back energy from 
more than 200 customers who have installed solar at their 
home or business. Within the Ames Electric utility territory, 

there are more 
than 1.5 MW 
of distributed 
solar systems, 
almost as much 
as there is at 
the SunSmart 
solar farm. 
Combined, 
these solar 
resources make 
up a bit less than 
0.5% of Ames 
Electric’s annual 
electric usage. 

In addition to our own generation, Ames Electric buys 
electricity from the greater regional grid. It is sometimes 
cheaper to import energy than to produce it ourselves. Being 
able to schedule the Power Plant to ramp up production can 
help insulate Ames from periods of high power costs, but 
having the ability to import energy at lower cost periods allows 
us to keep costs low for our customers. In 2023, 16% of Ames 
Electric’s overall generation mix was from renewable sources, 
including wind, solar, and energy from RDF.

ENERGY Q&A 
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Renewable Energy Numbers
For February 2024

          52 LED streetlights installed for a  
 total of 6,154

32,160 Miles of  vehicle charging at public 
 electric charging stations  

250,049 Kilowatt Hours of energy produced  
 by SunSmart Ames solar farm

Resource Recovery Plant 
• Refuse-Derived Fuel: 2,076 Tons
Recycling: 

• Glass: 19 Tons
• Metals:  112 Tons
• Food Waste Diversion: 4.75 Tons
• Cardboard: 4 Tons
• Mixed Paper: 2 Tons


